considered boat people as refugees, except for a handful who
could prove that they had been victims of specific incidents
of political persecution. Thailand, in particular, pushed Viet-
namese boats back out to ses, even though some of them
capsized and many boat people drowned.

According to an international agreemeng, most of the et
namese boat ho were judged refugees were d
to other placesespeei H tes. Canada, Australia,
and France. However, the majority of the boat people,
considered economic migrants, were placed in detention camps
surrounded by barbed wire and patrolled by armed soldiers. The
United Nations helped to fund the camps and monitor living
conditions in them undl 1996, when the camps were closed, and
the remaining boat people were sent back ro Vietnam.

In all, 800,000 Viemamese people have reached the United
States since the end of the Vietnam War, another 1 million in other
countries. Vietnam rermains a major source of immigrants to the
. United States, but the pull of economic opportunity in the United
States is a greater incentive than the push of political persecution.

Cultral Proble
Living in OU

For many immigrants, admission to another country does not
end their problems. Citizens of the host country may dislike the
newcomers’ cultural differences. More significantly, politicians
exploit immigrants as scapegoats for local economic problems.

U.S. Attitudes Toward Immigrants

Americans have always regarded new arrivals with suspicion but
tempered their dis[ik ing the nineteenth century, because
immipgrants helped to settle the frontier amd extend U.S. control
across the Eﬁmm
forests and prairies of the vast North American interior into
productive farms. By the early twentieth century, though, most
Americans believed that the fronter had closed. When the U.5.
frontier closed, the gatés to the country partially closed as well.

Opposition to immigration intensified when the majority of
immigrants ceased to come from Northern and Western

tury suffered Wans,
whao had in reality arrived only a few years earlier from Britain.
However, Italians, Russians, Poles, and other Southern and
Eastern Europeans who poured into the United States in about
1900 faced much more hostility.

A government study in 1911 reflected popular attitudes
when it concluded that immigrants from Southern and Eastern
Europe were racially inferior, “inclined toward violent crime,”
resisted assimilation, and “drove old-stock citizens out of some
lines of wark.” (There is nothing new about racism, prejudice,
fear of unknown groups, suspicion of different cultures, eco-
nomic fears, and anti-immigration sentiment; only the players
on the stage change.)

More recently, hostile citizens in California and other states

/”——_..________,——/—'_‘—\.___
have voted undocuménted IMITFTAnts access to mast pub-
lic services, such as scliools;ds) Tand healthgfinics.

~
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The laws have been difficult to enforce and of dubious constitu-
tonality, but their enactment reflects the unwillingness on the
part of many Americans to help out needy immigrants. Whether
children of recent immigrants should be entitled o attend school
and receive social services is much debated in the United States.

Attitudes Toward Guest Workers

In Europe, many guest workers suffer from poor social condi-
tions. The guest V%iﬂypﬁﬁ_ﬁ—vms
alo@@%ﬁ@mﬁ
tainment, because his primary objective is to send home as

much money as possible. He is likely to use any surplus money
for a railway ticket home for the weekend.

Far fromhd ily and frier‘;d/s,dﬁaﬁcweﬂemrhﬁd-a
lonely life. His isolatit ~hE IW%
1 : istineti

with the host countr ltural activi-
g'em\i\/ljmy fuest workers i time at the local rail-
way station. There they can buy native-language newspapers,
mingle with other guest workers, and meet people who have
just arrived by train from home.

Both guest workers and their host countries regard the
arrangement as temporary. In reality, however, many guest worl-
ers remain indefinitely, especially if they are joined by other fam-
ily members. Some guest workers apply their savings to starting a
grocery store, restaurant, or other small shop. These businesses

And-immigrstion protest in El Ejida, Spain. Spanish youths attacked Maroccan
#mmigrants and burned their homes and cars after three Moroccan immigrants
allegedly killed three Spaniards.
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can fill a need in European cities by remaining open on weekends
and evenings when most locally owned establishments are closed.
Many Western Europeans dislike the guest workers and

oppose goﬁfﬂrﬁa&‘mmﬁm&ﬁons.
Political partes lefﬁ%@ﬁedﬂu@mi@ﬁﬁﬂmve
gained support in France, Germany, and other European coun-
tries, and attacks by local cidzens on immigrants have increased.

In the Middle East, petroleum-exporting countries fear that
the increasing numbers of guest workers will spark political
unrest and abandonment of traditional Tslamic customs. After
the 1991 Gulf War, Kuwait officials expelled hundreds of thou-
sands of Palestinian guest workers who had sympﬂthiZEd with
Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait in 1990. To minimize long-term stays,
other host countries in the Middle East force migrants to return
home if they wish to marry and prevent them from returning
once they have wives and children.

As a result of lower-economic growth rates, Middle Eastern -

and Western European countries have reduced the number of
guest workers in recent years. Several Western European
governments pay guest workers to remurn home, but some of
these countries have their own unemployment problems and
sometimes refuse to take back their own nadonals.

Nﬁgréﬁonwumﬂya\wwmﬁem—
porary i eral countries. For example, between 1879
and 1920, the British brought T i aborels to
the Fiji Tslands in the South Pacific. Today T includes slightly
mare Indians than Tatve Bijians-For many decades, Fiji was a
model of Tow two culmrdlly diverse groups could live together
peacefully under a democratically elected government. Indians
controlled most of the country’s businesses, whereas Fijians dom-
inated the government and army. However, after an Indian party
won the elections in 1987, rioting broke out between the two
groups, and Fijian army officers seized temporary control of the
* government. A new constitution in 1990 ensured that Fijians
would hold a majority of seats in the parliamenc. '

The argument of anti-immigrant politicians is seductive to
many voters in Western Europe, as well as in the United States:
if all of the immigrants were thrown out of the country, then the
unemployment rate would drop, and if all of the immigrants
were cut off from public programs, then taxes would drop. In
an economically integrated world, such arguments have little
scientific basis, and in a culturally diverse world, these arguments
have racist overtones.

KEY ISSUE 4

Why Do People Miga;ate
Within a Country?

»  Migration between regions of a country

- Migration within one region

Internal migration for most people is less disruptive than international
migration. International migration involves movement to & country
with different cultural traditions, such as language and religion. Even

migration amang culturalty similar countries can be disorienting in
lgss profound ways, such as major sports and popular ielevision
programs.

Two main types of internal migration are interregional and intraregional,
The principal type of interregicnal migration is between rural and urban
areas, whereas the main type of intraregional migration is from older cities
1o suburbs. '

o Benveen
5 of a Gountry

In the United States, interregional migration was more preva-
lent in the past, when most people were farmers. Lack of farm-
fand pushed many people from the more densely settled regions
of the country and lured them to the frontier, where land was
abundant. Today, most people move to new regions for better
jobs, although many also move for noneconomic reasons.

Migration Between Regions
Within the United Staies

The most famous example of large-scale internal migration is
the opening of the American West. Two hundred years ago, the

United State isted of a collecton of settlements concen-
trated on the Adantie-Caoast. Throm iRterregional migra-

tion, the interior of the continent was settled and developed.

CHANGING CENTER OF POPULATION. The U.S. Census
Bureau computes the connery’s population center at the time of
€ sus. The population center is the average location of
everyone in'the country, the “center of population graviry.” If
the United States were a flat plane placed on top of a pin, and
each individual weighed the same, the population center would
be the point where the population distribution causes the flat
plane to balance on the pin.

The changing locadcgl_gf/the—‘pﬁpxﬂ-aégn_cen.tELgmphicaﬂy
demonstrates the march of the American people across the
North American continent over the past 200 years. When the first
U.S. census was taken, in 1790, the population center was located
in the Chesapeake Bay, east of Baltimore, Maryland. Throughout
the Colonial period, the population center remained roughly
in the same place. This location reflects the fact that virtually all
settlements were near the Atlantc Coast (Figure 3-12).

Few colonists ventured far from coastal locations because
they depended on shipping links with Europe to receive prod-
ucts and to export raw materials. Sertlemnent in the interior was
also hindered by an intervening obstacle, the Appalachian
Mountains. The Appalachians blocked western development
because of their steep slopes, thick forests, and few gaps that
allowed easy passage. Hostile indigenous residents, commonly
called “Indians,” also retarded western settlement.

EARLY SETTLEMENT IN THE INTERIOR. Settlement of the
interior began after 1790. By 1830, the center of population
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FIGURE 3-12 Changing center of papulation in
the Uniced Sttes. The center has consistently
shifred westward, although the rate of movement
has varied in different eras. In recent decades,
the center has also starred to shife southward, a
reflection of recent migration to the Souch.

moved west of Moorefield, West Virginia. Enc ed by the
opportunity to obtain a large amount of | ‘%,
oeople moyes it e vlgs T TETElovel it o
west as the Mississippi River.

Transportation improvements helped to open the interior in
the early 1800s, especially the building of canals. Most impor-

tant was the Erie Canal, which enabled people to _trave| inex-
pensively by boat between New York Lakes.
When the Erie Canal'opened il 1875, the fare from New York

to Detroit was only $10, yet waffic was so heavy on the canal
that tolls paid for constructon costs within 9 years. Between
1816 and 1840, the network of new canals dug in the United

~ States totaled 5,352 kilometers (3,326 miles). The diffusion of

steam-powered boats further speeded water travel. -

After 1830, the U.S. population center moved west
rapidly, to just west of CWSW
tion center moved 11 filometers (7 mitas) per year during that
period, compared to only 7 kilometers (4 miles) per year during
the previous 40 years. The population center shifted west rap-
idly, because most western pioneers during the mid-nineteenth
century passed through the interior of the country on their way

to California.
For much of the nineteenth century, the continuous west-

ward advance of settlement stop; ar m
runs north=g gh T Dakota, South Dakota,

Nebraska, Kansas, Qklahoma, and Texas). Large nambers o
migrants passed through the interior without stopping, in part
because they were pulled to California, especially by the Gold
Rush beginning in the late 1840s. At the same time, the interior
of the country confronted early sertlers with a physical environ-
ment that was unsuited to familiar agricultural practices.

Early nineteenth-century Americans preferred to start farms
in forested areas that receive 100 centimeters (40 inches) or
more precipitation a year, They cut down the trees and used the
woad to build homes, barns, and fences. But when they crossed
west of the 98th meridian, pioneers found few trees. Instead,
they saw vast rolling grasslands that average less than 50 cen-
timeters (20 inches) of precipitation annually.

Without the techpelogy trowercome this dry climate, lack of
ees, and tough grassland sod, early explorers such as Zebulon
Pike declared the region Unit 107 farming. Va the dmie

!ﬂbeled the region west of the 98th meridian as the Great Amer-
lcan Desert. Ironically, with today’s agriculeural practices, the

region west of the 98th meridian to the Rocky Mountains,
which we call the Great Plains, is one of the worlds richest
farming areas.

SETTLEMENT OF THE GREAT PLAINS. The U.S. population
centerﬁmM%m
after_1880, The center moved approximafely dlometers
(3 miles) per year between 1880 and 1950, less than half the rate
of the previous half-century. The_rate slowed, in part, because
large-scale migration to the Eam
50me ofg%m

The movement of the U.S. population center also
slowed after 1880, because people began to fill in the area
between the 98th meridian and California that earlier genera-
tions had bypassed. The Dakota Territory, for example, grew
from 14,000 inhabitants in 1870 to 135,000 in 1880 and
539,000 by .1890. Advances in agricultur v i
late nineteenth century enabled people to_culdvate the Great'
Plains. Farmers used barbed wire to reduce dependence om
wood fencing, the steel plow to cut the thick sod, and windmills
and well-drilling equipmentto pump more water.

The expansion of therailroads encouraged western settle-
ment beginning in the 1840s. By the 1880s, an extensive—rail

networle permitted settlers on the Great Plains to transport

their products to the large concentrations of customers in East
Coast cides. The gwsmn
sertlement by selling land to farmers. Companies that built
the mmm grants from the federal
government, ROt just narrow right-of-way strips to lay tracks.
The railroad companies, in turn, financed construction of their
lines by selling small parcels of the adjacent land to farmers.
Rail companies established offices in major East Coast and
European cities to sell land. .

Between 1950 and 1980, the population center moved west
faster, at 10 kilometers (6 miles) per year. For the first time
in U.S. history, the populaton center in 1980 jumped west
of the Mississippi River. By 2000, the center had migrated
140 kilometers (88 miles) west of the Mississippi River, into
south-central Missouri’s Phelps County.

REGENT GROWTH OF THE SOUTH. The pepulation center
moved southward more sl ing the late twenteth
century. Between 1790 and 1920, che center moved almost due
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FIGURE 3-13 U.S. inserregional migration. Figures show average annual migration {in thousands} in 1995 (left) and 2000
(right). Compared o 2000, the 1995 figures show much higher roral interregional migration and migration into the South.

west. Beginning in the 1920s, the center moved southward, at
first slowly, but after 1950 at 4 kilomerers (2 miles) per year.

The population center drifted southward bec: net
migration iif0 SOUTNETI SITES. During the 1980s and 1990s,
5 million people a year moved into the South from the North-
east, Midwest, and West, compared to only 2 million who
moved out of the South (Figure 3-13 left). Americans migrated
to the South primarily for job opportunities. New jobs created
each year since 1960 have averaged about 3 percent in the
United States as a whole, 5 percent in the South, but only
2 percent in the rest of the country.

People have also migrated to the South for enviro =
sogs*@___m_(_e‘ficans Commuoiiy Teter to the South as the “sunbels,”
because of its more temperate climate, whereas the INOITUIE:
Midwes are Tabeled—The~Fustbelr,” becanse of the regions’
dependency on declining steel and other manufacturing industries
(as well as the ability of the regions’ climate to rust out cars rela-
tively quickly). As people gain more leisure ame, they are lured to
the sunbelt for outdoor recreation throughout the year.

The rapid growth in population and employment of the South
has aggra\gfﬁ_iung@smeep}e—hrme
Normeasmmm%mw@k—n
indugtries from them. In reality, somie mdusties Tave relocated
from the Northeast and Midwest, but most of the South’s indus-~

trial growth come from newly establi nies.

To some extent, the regi ifference in economic th
reduces a histereal ce, because in the past, people in the
Northeast enjeyed-higher incomes than TESIEIS O .
Average incomes in the South are currently one-fifth lower than
those in the Northeast. By comparison, as T 5 ,

average incomes were one-third lower in the South than in the
Northeast, and in 1929, at the outset of the Great Depression,
average incomes were twosthi -dslower in the Seuth.

Net migration of Aﬁﬂeﬂmns historically followed a dif-
ferent pattern. A century ago, most African Americans lived in the
South, because their ancestors had been forced to migrate to the
region from Africa. During the twenrieth century, large numbers
of African Americans migrated from the South o take jobs in the
large cities of the Northeast, Midwest, and West (see Chapter7):-
During the 1990s, African Americans migrated from North

South and from South to North in about equal numbers, whereas
Nosth-to-South migration was much higher for whites. Other
interregional migradon patterns for African Americans, as well as
for Hispanics, now differ lictle from those of whites.

Inierregional migration has slowed considerably in the United
States into the twenty-first century (Figure 3-13 right). Net
migration between each pair of regions is now close to zero.
Regional differences in employment prospects have become less
dramatic within the United States. With most new jobs in the
service sector of the economy, jobs are expanding and contracting
at similar rates around the country (see Chapter 12).

Migration Between Regions
in Other Countries

As in the United States, long-distance interregional migration
has been an important means of opening new regions for eco-
nomic development in other large countries. Incentives have
been used to stirmulate migration to other regions.

RUSSIA. Incerregional migration was impertang in developing
the fonnew_\lnmonSmdet poli encoura%zkmr{con—
struction near raw materiatsrather m&mﬂa—
fion concentaTions-(see-Chapres - i¥orerough workers tived
near&?@ﬁﬂ‘aﬁ'ﬂie jobs at the mines, factories, and construe-
tion sites escablished in these remote, resource-rich regions. To
build up an adequate labor force, the Sovim:’____‘go_v_g;‘nggrlt_}izﬂ to
stimulage interregional migraton. .

Soviet officiats wereespecially eager o develop Russia’s Far
Naorth,which—F AcH oF Sibena, because it is-¥ieh in
natural resources—fossil fuels, minerals, and forests. The Far
NOl’th_ﬂmpercw =Soviet Union’s land area
but co@ﬁrjﬁlﬁ“ﬁercent of its people. Dwring the
twentieth century, ﬁmﬁﬁ/mmd forced people to
migrate to t Narth to constrt d operate steel mills,
hydroeléctric power stations, mines, and other enterptis
later years, the SoViet govermment re uced the use of forced
migration and instead provided incentives, including higher
wages, more paid holidays, and earlier retirement, to induce
voluntary migration to the Far North.




